The action of bovine spleen cathepsins B and D on the cytoplasmic ribonuclease inhibitor from rat liver.
The inactivation by the lysosomal cathepsins B or D of the cytoplasmic neutral ribonuclease inhibitor has been investigated with respect to the required amounts of cathepsin, optimal pH and time course. With a pH optimum between 5 and 5.5, a possible role of these endopeptidases in regulating the inhibitor and, concomitantly, the ribonuclease and RNA concentrations in the cell is discussed.